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 Later, when she went to gradu-
ate school in South Carolina, the 
mild Southern weather made plein 
air painting a nearly year-round 
option, although there were a few 
adjustments that the native New 
Englander needed to make.

 “When I asked people in 
Savannah where I should go to 
paint, they said ‘Oh, go to this 
wildlife refuge. You’ll love it,’” she 
said. “But I'm from Massachusetts. 
I’d never seen alligators outside 
in the wild and there were alliga-
tors everywhere in this big moat 
that’s a 5-mile loop. At first, I was 
like, ‘Oh my God, there are alliga-
tors down there’ and I would stay 
right next to my car. Then slowly 
I began moving deeper into the 
refuge — but I still never would go 
right next to the water.”

 In 1998, while Reynolds was still 
in graduate school, she traveled to 
Maine one summer to take a class 
with noted artist Jon Imber.

 “He was a plein air painter at 
the time and I just totally clicked 
with him,” she said. “It was the 
way he painted, how he took these 
risks and just attacked the canvas, 
and the physicality of his painting. 
That was one of the biggest things 
that that stuck with me — to not 
play it safe, to take your painting 
a step further, that you can't be 
afraid to ruin your painting.”

Reynolds doesn’t have to go far for 
inspiration.
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